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CD Contents: Ed Funding Educational Materials
“The Crisis in Funding For Public Education: Your Child’s Future Is at Stake”
From Washington State PTA (WSPTA)
Authors: Barbara Billinghurst and Byron Shutz
This document is an overview to the contents of the ed funding CD. 
The CD contains ready-to-use educational materials, easily put to use by your local PTA and community, for informing an audience on WA State’s under funding of our public education.  The purpose of the presentation is to make parents aware that the consequences of under funding K-12 public education affect their children.
To better inform parents about the crisis in funding public education, we have prepared a slide show, a companion "script", and some supporting materials.  The intent is for a presenter to run the narrated slideshow or to read the accompanying script -- we provide the step-by-step script per slide -- at your PTA meetings or elsewhere. 

School funding is a complicated process.  However, as a presenter, we don’t expect you to have any special knowledge about Washington State school finances.  Let the narration or the script do the work for you.  Our intent is to help you open the eyes and ears of parents, with confidence and credibility, to the urgent need for better state funding in our public schools. 

About the Ed Funding PowerPoint Slideshow Presentation

Two Versions Are Available: 

· A narrated PowerPoint slideshow “movie” that runs by itself 
File Name: 1a–EF Crisis Msg Narrated Show.ppt – approx. 28 minutes
· A PowerPoint slideshow with a written script for a live speaker 
File Name: 1b–EF Crisis Msg Quiet Show.ppt – approx. 40 minutes
Who Presents:  Anyone representing PTA.

Presentation Length:  Approx. 28 to 40 minutes; plus an optional Q & A period.

What Is Required:  A willingness to educate others in improving our children’s education.
What Is Recommended:  The files on this CD (also available online from WSPTA www.wastatepta.org/legislation.htm); a computer with PowerPoint or the free PowerPoint Viewer; a loudspeaker for the narrated version.

About PowerPoint Slideshows: PowerPoint is a Microsoft Office program for creating and showing presentations in the form of a “slideshow” on a computer or connected projector. More information is provided on page 2 of the document on this CD, 2–EFC Presentation How-To Tips & Notes.doc.
Following below are the contents and description of the presentation files on the CD. The files are organized into two (2) main directories:

Directory 1: The Presentation and Its Accessory Materials
The seven files below provide everything you need to host a presentation. Files 1a and 1b are two versions of the same presentation: 1a is narrated and runs automatically and 1b requires a live speaker to read the narration.  You may edit any of the files to adapt for your audience:

· 1a–EF Crisis Msg Narrated Show.ppt:  The PowerPoint file of slides plus a full narration, as a “movie” – play it as-is for a fully ready-to-go presentation (or pause and skip/rewind/stop as you choose).
· 1b–EF Crisis Msg Quiet Show.ppt:  The base PowerPoint file of slides and verbatim text for a live presenter to narrate the slideshow. You can edit or adlib as you choose.
· 2–EFC Presentation How-To Tips & Notes.doc:  This document offers numerous tips and background data to help you be comfortable and confident with the PowerPoint slideshows. Additionally, the full text of the slideshow script is available for you to review or edit to your needs. After the step-by-step text are several appendices fully elaborating the WSPTA funding positions, the current WA high school graduation requirements, and a ranking by UW of all WA high school relative preparation for UW college work.
· 3–EFC Audience Resources Handout.doc:  A 1-page flyer to handout to your audience, listing advocacy resources and opportunities, and sources for further information.
· 4–EFC Advertising Flyer.doc:  A simple poster/flyer to advertise your presentation; your name and school information may be added. It may be printed or distributed via email or web.
· 5–EFC Sign-In Form.doc:  A simple form to collect contact info on your attendees.
· 6–EFC Letter of Invite.doc:  A letter template you may adapt to formally invite your district Superintendent or administrators, or any local officials, to your presentation.
Directory 2: PDF File Versions and Supporting Documents
Adobe PDF file versions are included because that format may be preferred for its smaller size and common file format for posting on your local PTA website, distribution via email, etc.
Other WSPTA resources to augment the ed funding messages may be include on the disk, or be available on the WSPTA website.

If You Have Questions or Suggestions About The Presentation

Please email inquiries regarding the presentation to the WA State PTA Legislative Director, Paul Cheek  - ptalegdir@wastatepta.org , or your WSPTA Region Director, found at www.wastatepta.org/regions/regions.htm 

We would also enjoy hearing from you on how your presentation went, and appreciate your suggestions for improving this tool. 

Thank You!
From the WSPTA Education Funding Mobilization Group

Authors: Barbara Billinghurst and Byron Shutz


